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Newsletter #2
December 2017
Overview of Smart Data Smart Region 


Smart Data Smart Region (SDSR) is an exciting EU project that is pioneering and transformative because of its ability to overcome the smart skills deficit in two levels of the VET sector – practitioners and policy makers. As a result of our project, an increasing number of institutions will effectively integrate smart data skills into their second target group – VET managers, policy makers and decision makers who will learn how to use data to adapt and optimise entrepreneurship development strategies according to their region’s needs and opportunities, creating genuinely smarter regions in the short and long term. The “Smart” data sector is growing at a rapid rate, and is fast becoming one of the leading industries in Europe. However, whilst the demand for these transversal skills is growing, the supply is not. The project will be developed in 2 stages:
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STRATEGIC GUIDE TO SMART DATA IN YOUR REGION 
To the best of our knowledge, this is the first project that has addressed the data analysis skills as a necessary component of contemporary VET curricula and policy making. From extensive research and analysis the project recognised that many entrepreneurship education institutions see big data emerging as an important trend, but lack the ability to understand its full relevance and application to their daily work. All findings are presented in a collective document that presents a guide to smart data in specific regions. We are delighted to announce that the Strategic Guide was launched during November and in each of our partner’s countries on the following dates: 
· Netherlands – Business Development Friesland 
2nd November 2017
· Northern Ireland – Omagh Enterprise Company
8th November 2017

· Ireland – Leitrim County Council


22nd November 2017

· Germany – Zetis




       
22nd November 2017
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ESSENTIAL SMART DATA OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 

After presenting all findings we are now developing, implementing, sharing and promoting our work in line with the digital imperative. SDSR partners are focusing on the Strategic Guide to develop a training course to support vocational practitioners and policy makers to effectively teach smart data strategies to new generations of entrepreneurs, businessmen and women. This will help facilitate them to effectively integrate smart data skills into their own institutions as it is important to remember you can have data without information, but you cannot have information without data.
For further information on Smart Data, Smart Region www.smartdata.how or please contact 
mary.macrory@omagheneterprise.co.uk or oonagh.gallagher@omaghenterprise.co.uk
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